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off seventy. He may be more than seventy. He said he seldom
went out now, and would not dress for dinner tinder any circum-
stances. Therefore ate in his room in the hotel. Ate little.
He had very good ideas about food and general management of
the physical machine. Mysterious person. When I asked him
if the New Age paid him for his articles he said no, " somebody
else pays me ". He said he could not work for nothing now,
and vaguely that he had lost his money.
Tuesday, April 5th.
Reading Stendhal's " Rome, Naples et Florence ". . . . Impos-
sible to study Italian. Simply can't be done. Between the
town, my novel, articles, and sketching, I haven't a moment.
Wednesday, May 2$th.
We returned home yesterday after three exhaustingly impres-
sionful days in Paris. We unpacked aU our trunks yesterday
before dinner. Dined on the terrasse of Brunet's, and found the
price of meals had gone up from 2 frs. 75 to 3 frs. Now they
give coffee, worth about one sou.
Our waiter, who was in rather a hurry to dine himself, was
cheerfully cynical about the continual rise of prices in Fontaine-
bleau. When I said I couldn't drink the wine that was compm>
and that I knew restaurants where they would give you mineral
water instead, he said, with a singular intonation, " Not in
Fontainebleau, anyhow! " He said he had had 15 years of Fon-
tainebleau, and implied that he had nothing to learn about the
methods of the tradesmen here. I saw him dining afterwards.
He was one of those waiters who have learned a whole philo-
sophy in the practice of their vocation. , Secretly scornful of
human nature yet indulgent. Impassive, and supremely capable
of keeping his end up.
M. after engaging a servant to-day, told me of the reply of the
mothers, made to her on several occasions by different mothers
when asked if the daughter could cook: " Je crois bien qu'ette
saitfaire la cuisine. Quand je ne suis pas Id elle fait la soupe.
Et eUe saitfaire cuire un morceau de veau a la casserole" This
seems to be the last word of cooking in that class. It throws
light, the phrase does, on their habits.
I had all sorts of straightening up to do to-day; task loath-
some. Through messing about it took me 2 hours to dress, and
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